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John 10:1-18 

 

I.  Satan thought he had won (notice Satan’s historic activity) 

     John 10:10a “the thief comes to steal, kill and destroy…” 

     A. Satan tried to overthrow – (to steal) 

 1. Ezekiel 28:12-17  

      *Satan was made perfectly.  Perfect beauty and full of wisdom 

      *Satan was a guardian cherub, the highest position possible in heaven. 

      *Satan was in a perfect, sinless environment 

      *One day wickedness was found in him. 

      *This led to rebellion and he sinned 

      *Pride was the cause of his sin.  His beauty made him vain. 

      *He was expelled on earth, to become a “spectacle” before kings. 

 2.  Isaiah 14:12-14 

      *He was banished to the earth because of his pride 

      *His “I will’s” showed his rebellion 

 3.  Revelation 12:7-9 

      *Lucifer caused war in heaven 

      *He was not alone in this.  1/3 of the angelic hosts joined him.   

      *He has since led the whole world astray. – (Genesis 3:1-13) 

      If he could not overthrow God in heaven, he would seek to undermine  

      God on the earth through leading mankind into sin. 

      (steal, kill and destroy) 

     B. Satan tried to stop the coming of Jesus – (to kill) 

 1. The Prophecy - Genesis 3:15 

      Seeks to eradicate the promise   

      * Killing of Able (Genesis 4) 

      * Corruption of all humanity - (Genesis 6:1-8)  before the flood 

      * Killing of Hebrew boys (Exodus 1:15-16) 

      * Esther - (Esther 3) 

      * King Herod kills all boys 2 years old and younger (Matthew 2:16-23) 

     C. Satan tried to corrupt Jesus (Hebrews 4:15; Matthew 4:1-11) (to destroy) 

 1. tempted Him to doubt His identity (if you are the Son of God) 

 2. tempted Him to test God’s loving care for Him 

 3. tempted Him to submit to Satan’s presumed authority and thereby receive 

 authority over all the nations.   

      4.  the death of  Jesus  

      * Satan deceived the Pharisees and Sadducees  

      * Satan possessed Judas Iscariot  (Luke 22:3-6) 

      * Satan incited the crowd 

II. But God 

     A.  Jesus went to Hades - Ephesians 4:8-10 

 1. Preaching to the captives 

      * “Behold the lamb of God who took…” 

      *Isaiah 53 

 2. Sins penalty has been paid –Romans 6:23 

      -the wrath of God was satisfied. 

     B. Life invaded death 

 1. Jesus is life - John 11:25 

 2. Jesus has authority over his life and death - John 10:11,17-18 

      * Jesus chose the moment of his death 

      * Jesus surrendered his life into the hands of God the Father 

         Satan only thought he killed him.   

 3. Jesus conquered death – Luke 24:1-12 

      * Jesus not only chose the moment of His death but He has authority 

         to raise Himself again.  Because He is Life.   

      When Jesus (life) became obedient to death (Philippians 2:8), His 

  physical life ended.  His heart stopped beating, His brain functions  

  ceased.  etc…  However, the second that Life entered death, Life  

  overpowered death, death was defeated.  All that had happened as  

  a result of the fall ( the moment you eat of the fruit you will die.  

  (Genesis 3) was undone by Life enveloping death.   

III. How we are impacted 

     A. A defeated enemy now focuses on us – John 10:10 

 1. Steal 

      *our faith through doctrinal/cultural confusion… “only one way?” 

      *our joy through difficulties and sorrow… “why do good suffer?” 

      *our confidence through doubt and fear…”Did God really say…” 

      *our hope through the sinful acts of others… “victimized, where is God? 

 2. Kill 

      *us physically through disease and tragedy  

 3. Destroy 

      *the image of God in us through sin and hypocrisy  

      *the church through conflict  

      *the home through humanistic relativism   

     B. Our victory – John 10:10; 1 Corinthians 15:54-57  

 1. Life is our possession 

      *life is an eternal possession – John 3:16 

      *absent from the body is to be present with the Lord 

      *Rev. 3:20 

 2. Life is our experience – John 10:10 

      *it is to be full/abundant 

           -hope in the face of difficulties 

           -joy in the midst of sorrow 

           -confidence in spite of uncertainties 

           -2 Corintjians 4:1-18 

      *He is our victory over sin 

           -no temptation has taken hold.   

           -if we confess our sins… 

 

Conclusion 

     

   


